Contemporary Personalities
was promoted to the position of Attorney, which he held until 1913.
To   this  period  belongs   the  poignant   Marconi story.    I say nothing of it here, except that everyone          ^ ^
who knew Rufus Isaacs—personally or politically— knew that he was one of those men who are absolutely incapable of doing any act which they believe to be wrong. He never sought to deny or to palliate an admitted indiscretion. His was, in fact, the case of a lawyer who brings the sagacity of Solon to everyone's business but his own; and thinks that the odd moments of a scanty leisure are sufficient for the stewardship of his own affairs. To a man of scrupulous integrity and of an almost feminine sensitiveness, the months that passed must have been somewhat like a long and terrible nightmare. But he was supported by the legal world, by a large majority in the House of Ccgnmons, and by the general sense of the fairest public opinion in the world. He paid none the less a penalty, cruel in its intensity, for what was only an error of judgment.
And, accordingly, when he was made Lord Chief Justice of England, in the year 1913, the objections,                  ,
though shrilly and spitefully expressed, particularly,                  t
of course, by the Morning Post, were neither serious                 ^
nor widely spread.    In that high office he displayed                 1
many admirable qualities.    He   was   always   cour-                  |
teous, patient, assiduous, and industrious. But he did not, perhaps, realise upon the Bench the high                  \
expectation of his juridical qualities which his skill in arguing legal points had seemed to justify. Indeed,             . \
to argue points of law with high distinction does not          ^**s=sr
always make it certain that he who so argues will                 '
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